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JAVASERVERFACES Tutorial 

 
Required Software : 
 
All software that you need for this Tutorial is freely available. You can use an application 
server that supports Java EE 6 (such as GlassFish version 3) or a servlet runner (such as 
Tomcat 6) together with a JSF implementation. The software runs on Linux, Mac OS X, 
Solaris, and Windows. Both Eclipse and NetBeans have extensive support for JSF 
development with GlassFish or Tomcat. 
 
I used JBoss 7.1.1 AS with eclipse to start developing in JSF. 
To download JBoss As : http://www.jboss.org/jbossas/downloads/ 
 
 
Why JavaServer Faces? 
 
Nowadays, you can choose among many frameworks for developing the user interface of 
a web application. JavaServer Faces (JSF) is a component-based framework. For 
example, if you want to display a table with rows and columns, you do not generate HTML 
tags for rows and cells in a loop, but you add a table component to a page. (If you are 
familiar with client-side Java development, you can think of JSF as “Swing for server-side 
applications.”) By using components, you can think about your user interface at a higher 
level than raw HTML. You can reuse your own components and use third-party component 
sets. And you have the option of using a visual development environment in which you can 
drag and drop components onto a form. 
JSF has these parts: 
 

• A set of prefabricated UI (user interface) components 
• An event-driven programming model 
• A component model that enables third-party developers to supply 

 
additional components Some JSF components are simple, such as input fields and 
buttons. Others are quite sophisticated—for example, data tables and trees. 
 
 
 
JSF contains all the necessary code for event handling and component organization. 
Application programmers can be blissfully ignorant of these details and spend their effort 
on the application logic. 
 

http://www.jboss.org/jbossas/downloads/
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JSF is not the only component-based web framework, but it is the view layer in the Java 
EE standard. JSF is included in every Java EE application server, and it can be easily 
added to a standalone web container such as Tomcat. 
 
Unlike most web frameworks, JSF is a standard with multiple implementations. 
This gives you a choice of vendors. Another advantage is that a standards committee has 
given considerable thought to the design of the framework, and that JSF is continuously 
improved and updated. 
 
This Tutorial focuses on JSF 2.0, a major improvement over previous versions. JSF 2.0 is 
much simpler to use than JSF 1.x, and it provides new and powerful features, such as 
easy Ajax integration and composite component authoring. 
 
 
Building a JSF Application : 
 

We now walk you through the steps required for building JSF applications with your bare 
hands. Of course, you will usually want to use an IDE or a build script. However, it is a 
good idea to know what your IDE does under the hood so that you can troubleshoot 
problems effectively. 
 
You need the following software packages to get started: 
 

• JDK (Java SE Development Kit) 5.0 or higher (http://java.sun.com/j2se) 
• JSF 2.0 (either included with your application server or separately 

available at http://javaserverfaces.dev.java.net) 
• JBoss Tools (you can install it by going to HELP  Eclipse MarketPlace , search for 

JBoss tools then install) 
•  

 

 
Figure 1 – Install JBoss Tools 

     
  
 
After installing JBoss tools on Eclipse, now we can download JSF 2.0 directly from eclipse 
as explained in the next figures (Going to New  Dynamic Web Project). 
 
In project configuration we have to choose JavaServer faces v2.0 project  Next  Next 

http://javaserverfaces.dev.java.net/
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Figure 2 – JSF Project 

 
  
After that we are going to arrive here in this page, from which we can download the JSF 
Library. 
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Figure 3 – JSF Download 

 
 

Clicking on the Button above, brings us to another page to choose which library we are 
going to download. 
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Figure 4 – JSF Mojarra 

 
We are going to choose Mojarra 2.0.3-FCS  Next , After that Eclipse will start to 
download the JSF library adding it to the Library folder in the Workspace  

 
All we need now is to install an Application Server (JBoss AS)  to deploy our web projects. 

 
In the next section I am going to show you how to install JBoss As with Eclipse Juno . 
 
Installing JBoss AS : 
 

After downloading JBoss AS from the website provided above, Unzip the compressed file  
 

 
Figure 5 – JBoss Download 
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After that we are going to tell eclipse where JBoss AS folder is located on our pc (from 
server section  New server wizard ) 
 
 
 

 
Figure 6 – JBoss e Eclipse 
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Figure 6 – JBoss Folder 

 
To test the server , start it from eclipse, then write this address in your web browser : 
localhost:8080 . If you get the next page, then it works well 
 
 
 

 
Figure 6 – JBoss Folder 

 
 

localhost:8080

